
Central Region Omaha System User Group 
April 15, 2010 

WebEx Format 
Meeting Notes 

Attendees:   
Name Agency Name Agency 

Gloria Sorem Sherburne County Karen Monsen University of Minnesota 
Inez Baker-Westbrock Chisago County Linda Westby Ottertail County 
Linda Bauck MDH Mary Nesseth Wright County 
 
Agenda Item Discussion Action Item 
1.  Introductions See attendee list above  
2.  Discussion of the 
“Problem” Breastfeeding 

Chisago County (Inez Baker-Westbrock) has decided to focus on breastfeeding 
through the problem “Nutrition” with concerns about using standardized language 
in a standardized manner.  Karen felt this was appropriate to use the problem 
“Nutrition” and asked the pathway be posted on the Minnesota Omaha System 
User Group web site.  http://omahasystemmn.

 Inez will post the 
pathway on the 
Minnesota Omaha 
System web site 

3. Update from New 
Zealand informatics 
community -photos 

For those interested, Karen’s New Zealand presentation (complete with scenic 
photos will be posted on the Minnesota Omaha System web site. 
Meaningful Use of Standardized Terminology to Support the Electronic Health 
Record 
Originally presented by Karen A. Monsen, Ph.D., R.N. at Health Informatics New 
Zealand, March 29, 2010  https://umconnect.umn.edu/monsenhinz/ 
 

 
 

4. Update from 
Washington State Omaha 
System users - pathways 
 

 Washington State has chosen the Omaha System for its work in the development 
of standardized outcomes.  With Karen’s assistance, they are working towards 
agreement on problems and pathways.  When the work is complete, with their 
permission, this work will be posted on the Minnesota Omaha System User web 
site. 
http://omahasystemmn.org/Careplans/PeerReviewed/Washington/WACoreMCHPathways20100415.xls 
 

 

5.  Inter-rater reliability 
update plan for summer 
2010 
 

• There is currently work being done on a KBS supplement as well as work 
on inter-rater reliability within the Omaha System.   

• The most recent review was January 2009 and is due again this summer.  
This review will be done in three, two hour conference call meetings. 

• Karen asked if the Central Region Omaha System User Group would be 
interested in participating in these conference calls.   

• The problems would be divided up in to three groups and the participants 
would be informed in advance of the meeting as to which problems 
would be discussed. 

• Please hold these three dates for KBS Rating Guide Supplement Update 
Phone/WebEx meetings: 

• July 27 - 1-3 PM 
• August 4 - 1-3 PM 
• August 13 - 11 AM - 1 PM 

Karen will send 
information and 
specifics about the 
meetings – using the 
time for discussion of 
inter-rater reliability 
of one “set” of 
problems, and Linda 
will send out the 
information to the 
Central Region 
Omaha Systems User 
Group.   

6.E-Health TIGER pre-
summit 

 

Technology Informatics Guiding Education Reform (TIGER):  
• TIGER seeks to provide alignment of nurses around the use of 

interoperable electronic health records.   
• One of the Minnesota e-Health Summit 2010 pre-summit workshops is 

“Minnesota Nursing TIGER Collaborative:  Working Together, We Can 
Do It” and public health will participate in a 30 minute panel discussion 
about the needs of public health in meeting the 2015 mandate of 
interoperable electronic health records. 

 

7.  Other At today’s meeting a question was asked about how the Omaha System is updated 
and revised.  The first edition of the Omaha Systems book was published in 1992, 
the 2nd edition was published in 2005. Karen Martin provides oversight for the 
revision, using rigorous research methods. The exact date of the next edition is not 
known, but user input will be solicited 2-3 years in advance. Minnesota Omaha 

The Central Region 
Omaha Systems User 
meetings are one 
method of having 
input to revisions and 



System Users Group was acknowledged in the preface of the 2005 edition, and we 
will be encouraged to participate in the next revision as well. There is an Omaha 
System Board (Consortium for the Omaha System International) that serves in an 
advisory capacity to Karen Martin. 

updates of the Omaha 
Systems Book. 

8.  Next Scheduled 
Meeting 

June 17, 2010 – we can hold this meeting or postpone until July interrater 
reliability dates. 

 

 


